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October 7, 2015 
 
 
 
 
Stanley Mitchell  
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Federal Transit Administration 
230 Peachtree, NW, Suite 1400 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
 
Re: Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation 

Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project, Cities of Chapel Hill and Durham, NC 
 
Dear Mr. Mitchell:  
 
The U.S. Department of the Interior (Department) has reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) and Section 4(f) Evaluation Durham-Orange Light Rail Transit Project located 
in the cities of Chapel Hill and Durham, NC. The Department offers the following comments for 
your consideration. 
 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the Triangle Transit plan to develop 
approximately 17 miles of light rail transit service from University of North Carolina Hospitals 
in Chapel Hill, Orange County to the Alston Avenue Station in Durham, Durham County.  The 
alignment will consist of at-grade alignment, fill and cut sections, and elevated structures. A total 
of 17 stations are planned, and up to 5,100 parking spaces would be provided. A Rail Operations 
and Maintenance Facility would also be constructed. 
 
The Draft Environmental Impact Statement evaluates a No Build, NEPA Preferred Alternative 
which includes preferred alignment options, and Project Element Alternative, include station 
alternatives associates with the alignment alternatives.  The NEPA Preferred Alternative includes 
C2A, NHC2, Trent/Flowers Drive Station, and the Farrington Road ROMF Alternatives. 
 
The draft Section 4(f) Evaluation describes a range of avoidance alternatives, the affected 
Section 4(f) resources, and discloses potential project impacts to those resources with the 
exception of Archaeological resources. 
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The Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation includes FTA’s intent to pursue a de minimis impact 
determination for six park and recreation properties: USACE Jordan Game Lands, UNC Central 
Park South (Planned), Coker Pinetum, UNC Finley Golf Course and Athletic Fields, UNC Open 
Space, and New Hope Creek Trail (Planned).  Coordination is ongoing among the FTA and 
agencies that own and/or administer the affected portion of the 4(f) properties, to avoid and 
minimize and mitigate adverse impacts.  
   
According to the Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation, the FTA will make a final determination of 
effects regarding archaeological resources once the alignment has been further defined and the 
final determination will be included in the Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of 
Decision.  It will also be included in a Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement document 
between the North Carolina state Archaeological office, Triangle Transit, and FTA that will 
contain the terms that will be executed prior to ground disturbing activities. 
 
The Draft and the Final Environmental Impact Statements should clearly outline the 
environmental commitments for landscaping and other means proposed to reduce the effects of 
the undertaking on historic properties. The commitments should include the groups, 
organizations and/or agencies that will be involved in developing plans for any landscaping or 
other treatments that will be implemented to ensure that no adverse effects will occur. 
   
Because an MOA has not yet been developed and land owners with jurisdiction have not yet 
concurred to the avoidance, minimization and mitigation to the 4(f) properties, the Department 
cannot concur that all possible planning to minimize potential harm to these resource has been 
employed. 
 
The Department has a continuing interest in working with the FTA to ensure impacts to 
resources of concern to the Department are adequately addressed.  For continued consultation 
and coordination with the issues concerning Section 4(f) resources, please contact Anita Barnett 
on (404)507-5706 or via email at Anita_Barnett@nps.gov.   I can be reached via email at 
joyce_stanley@ios.doi.gov or on (404) 331-4524. 
 
  Sincerely,  

  
      Joyce Stanley, MPA 
      Regional Environmental Protection Specialist 
 
cc:  
Christine Willis – FWS 
Gary Lecain – USGS 
Anita Barnett – NPS 
Robin Ferguson – OSMRE 
Chester McGhee – BIA 
OEPC – WASH 
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